MOTHERS APRON-STRINGS
I saw her act in " Cato " at eight years old when she could not
stand alone but was forced to lean against the side-scene. She
had been so unhealthy that at that age she had not been taught to
read, but had learned the part of Lucia by hearing the others
studying their parts. She went to her father and mother and
begged she might act. They put her off as gently as they could;
she desired leave to repeat her part; and when she did, it was with
so much sense, that there was no denying her.
In die following year the royal children and their playmates
presented to an admiring audience Nicholas Rowe's tragedy of
Lady Jane Grey.
In October 1750 'Fritz' entrusted Francis, Lord North with
the control of the children; and in his own hand drew up ' the
regulations of the studies of Prince George and Prince Edward/
Cliften, Octbr the I4th 1750.
The Hours of the Two Eldest Princes.
To get up at 7 o'clock.
At 8 to read with Mr Scot till 9, and he to stay with 'em till the
Doctor comes.
The Doctor to stay from 9 till Eleven.
From Eleven to Twelve Mr Fung.
From Twelve to half an hour past Twelve, Ruperri; but Mr Fung
to remain there.
Then to be their Play hour till 3 o'clock.
At 3 Dinner.
Three times a week at half past Four Denoyer comes.
At 5 Mr Fung till half an hour past 6.
At half an hour past 6 till 8, Mr Scot.
At 8 Supper.
Between 9 & 10 in Bed.
On Sunday, Prayers at exactly half an hour past 9 above stairs.
Then the two eldest Princes and the two eldest Princesses
are to go to Prince George's apartment, to be instructed by
Dr Ayscough in the Principles of Religion till n o'clock.
For My Lord North.
It was all very comprehensive on paper, but whether or not
it amounted to much it is difficult to say. The c Mr Scot' of
* the regulations' was George Scott, a mathematician of great
distinction, who in 1737 had been elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society. He was a friend of the brilliant but hopelessly dissipated
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